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FEATURE STORY

By Carrie L. Tyler

Rarely if ever has this publication
done a feature story on a local cover
band, let alone a cover story! But
Liguid Blue is the exception. Win-
ning by a landslide, Liguid Blue was
voted “Best Local Band™ this year hy
the readers of the Entertainer. To
find out what makes them so incred-
ibly popular, I attended a couple of
their recent performances, one at a
club in the Gaslamp District in
downtown San Diego.

When | got there, there wis an unusual-
Iv long ling of people wailing outside o
et i At about 100pm, 1 Tinally gol
inside. The place was so packed that
finding a seat was impossible. 1 then
squeezed up lowards the stage where it
was slanding room only and I god lost in
an arxious eronvd awanting for the band
to appear

As a classical piece wailed over the PA
svetem, the seven-member band of
three females and four males entered

with music from a different decade. The
“BlueGirs"” changed their outfits for
each set. The lights, the choreographead
dancing, the outfits, the tght, fat sound
and the greal singing were so0 much
more than | expected. What a show!

Who exactly is Liguid Blue?

Liguid Blue 15 a seven-member dance
band featuring lead vocalisi Scolt
Stephens and the “BlueGirls,” a team of
three dancer/vocalists that provide super
harmony  and choreographed stage
excitement. The star of the BlueGirls is
voung  singing  sensation Mikki
Cemland. All seven members of the
band sing lead! Ligquid Blue has a huge
and very diverse reperioire of over K
songs. From rock, aliemative, R&B,
disco, hup-hop and country, they play it
all! For an example of their diversity, in
ong weekend | sow them do three com-
pletely different shows. On Friday night
thev performed in Morth County at a
rock venue, then Saturday night they
were al a downtown club doing R&B

BlueGirds Ready fon- Action!

“BEST LOCAL BAND” WINNER LIQUID BLUE:

CREATING A BUZZ IN THE SAN DIEGO MUSIC SCENE

the stage. The crowd screamed and
hooted as the classical piece reached a
dramatic climax. Then amidst the fever
pitch of the crowd, the band broke into
their first song Liguid Blees choreo-
graphed high-energy movement and
music soon had the crowd in =uch a
frenzv that the dance Noor filled imme-
diately. The music was realky, really
pumping and vou could actually hear

and Disco and TNinallv on Sunda night
thev were in Mission Vallev kicking out
country hits!

To give vou an idea of where yvou mighi
catch a Liguid Blue show, here is a sam-
ple list of some of their past perfor-
mances: San [iego Sporls Arena;
Humphreys; La Costa Resort, Barefoot
Bar; Dicks Last Resorl; Viejas Casino,

Lead Vocalists Scott & Nikki

the vocals clearly! It was like being at a
major concert event! There was a guitar
plaver who could not have been over
five Teet all who plaved like a giant’
The band performed four sets. each one

Rock Bottom: Blind Melons, Boar
Cross'n; Fogerly's; In Cahoots and Del
Mar Fair And thai's jusi a lew

The two individuals that staned this

award-winming band are  Michael
Vangerow and Scott Stephens. Michael
Vangeroy, who designs & builds his own
guitars, is a big reason Ligquid Blue has
achieved their current status. “Little
Michael™ as he is affectionately known,
handles all of the lead and dwthm guitar
parts. Michagl is especially known for
his great tone and feel for rhvthm pars
as well as tasty leads. Michael met vocal-
15t Scott Stephens in grade school and
duning high school. they plaved together
in their first band tozether called “Elec-
tric Warnior”™ The two grew up on the
same block in Woodland Hills, a Los
Angeles suburh in the San Fernando Val-
lew. After three vears in Electnic Warnor,
Vangerov joined Rhvthm Tnbe, a Los
Angeles based Latn-funk band. Rhwihm
Tnbe was signed by Elektra Records and
parformed on the soundiracks of such
movies as Backdrafl, Halloween 111 and
Salza, The group did two shedio albums
for Elektra, bt failed 1o score a hit sin-
ole and lnally broke up after 10 vears
Al one point i the mud-1980%, they
were ong of the hottest up and coming
acts in the country, During his time with
the Rhvthm Trbe, Viangerov was known
for his stage acrobatics, which included
climbing up and jumping off of speaker

stacks and doing semersaults while plav-
ing his guitar. Vangerov was so national-
Iv known that he was endorsed by Gib-
son guitars,  After Rhvthm Tribe’s
breakup, Vangerov decided to take a
break from music. Then in 19495 he got a
call from Scodt Stephens.

Vocalist and founder of Liguid Blue,
Scoll Stephens also has an extremely
colorful past

At 15 he became a Los Angeles Life-
euard. Then at age 16, he founded a punk
rock/metal publication called Raw Power
Magarine. Once an adult at 18, Stephens
joined the Los Angeles T-Birds Roller
Derty team. Once he wrned 21, he
decided 1o move to Alaska to join a band
called “The Pacesetters”™ in Anchorage.
After fimishing college in Anchorage
with a degree in Fine and Performing
Arts, Scolt came back to Southern Cali-
fornia at age 25 and opened an Allstale
insurance agency in Encinitas which has
been awardad Top Disinct Agency sever-
al times. An avid surfer and bodvsurfer,

he receniby reached the quanierfinals of

the World Bodvsurfing Championship
And just a few vears ago, he got his ama-
teur bovers license and won his first

(cort, on page 13)
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oflically sanctioned boul. Scoil has
sung for several bands upon retuming 1o
Southern California, and has performed
in several major arenas including the
San Dhego Sports Arena Los Angeles
Forum and Meaxico City's Sporis Palace
He has appeared in several rock videos
including one with Michael Jackson,
and alse appeared in the movie “Girls
Just Want to Have Fun™ Then in 1945
he made that fateful call 1o Vangeroy
and formed Liguid Blue.

During an interview with Liguid Blue
founder, Scoft Stephens, this is what he
had 1o sav:

Tell me about your magazine?

I was heavy into the Sex Pistols, [goy
Pop, Aerosmith, Led Zeppelin and
Black Sabbath - anvthing that rocked, so
I decided to start Mow Fower the only
magazing thai covered both punk and

»

Scott Stephens with Ozzy Oshourne

metal. At that time the punks hated
metal heads and visa versa. We devel-
opad a solid circulation in Los Angeles
and the record companies ook notice
Before long we were invited (o interview
the top rockers of the dav.

Iz it true that you were responsible for

hooking up Randy Rhoads with Ozzy
Osbowme?

On the cover of our second issue, we
featured Quiet Kiot and at that time the
late guitar lesend Randv Rhoades was
their guitarist. We bacame friends with
Randy and went 1o their shows regular-
by, Later we interviewsd Ozzy and put
him on the cover of our fourth issue
During this interview, he told us he was
looking for a guitarist so we told him
about Randy. And the rest is history.

What other rock stars did you inter-
view that left a lasting impression?

We imterviewed David Lee Roth just
before the release of the Tirst Van Halen

album. He was so nuts! We were [ortu-
nate 1o be one of the first o see KISS
withoul make-up. Then there was Ted
Mugent, who told us he'd Kill us of we
published the pictures we ook of him
while he was eating lunch. We did! Punk
icon Tgey Pop seemed quite bored with
ug during our one interview with him
even though we named our magasne
after one of his albums. Oh, and Ronnie
Dic was as strange as his hrics would
sugeest. We interviewed AC/DC when
they were just breaking into the US.
market and Bon Scolt was still with
them | keew Joan Jett when she was a
member of the Runswivs with Lita
Ford She exemplifies what rock n™ roll
i3 all about. We interviewed Blondie on
a bad hair dav and it was hard 1o believe
she was the same performer we were
used 1o seging. Samnm Hagar was real-
v ool to hang with and very passionate
about his music. Cheap Trick, Sty the
Ramones and Devo were all memorable
interviews also.

Are you still involved with the maga-
Fine company today?

Mo, 1've been out for vears now. The
company now has 50 emplovees, oiTices
in London and Los Anpeles and no
lomgar publishes a mapazine

After the magazine, you went into
quite a different direction. Tell us
about your days in the Roller Derby.

[ spent three vears with the LA, T-Birds.
It was the greatest expenience [ could
have had at the time, We traveled all over
the country and Mexico and packed
soime large arenas. We used 1o come to
San Diego and sell out the Sports Arena
on a regular basis. The fans in San Diego
wiere great! | feel very fortunate 1o have
skated on the same team with some of
the legends of the game. including Ral-

phie Valladares, John Hall, Danmy Reil-
Iv, Ronnie Rains, Sam Washington and
Skinmv Minme Miller. Afier three vears
and vanous injunies, | had to get out It
i5 an exciting sporl, but verv brutal.

Roller Derby Team.

ESPN Classics sull show those pames
from mw era. There has been a re-birth
of the sport recently, undar the name of
RollerJam. 115 shown weekly on TRM.
The pame has changed quite a bit
Todavs skaters wear in-line skates
instead of quads, which I don't believe
work as well on a banked track.

Let’s talk about Liguid Blue. What
are some of your best momenis with
the band?

Performing at the Republican Conven-
tion kick off in 1996 @ Planet Hollv-
wood Performing as Larry Gatlins
backup band. Towring Asia in 1997
Sharing the stage with some of the best
female vocalists in town, Currenthy,
working with a great group of fun, ener-
petic people all of whom et along like
family

How has Liguid Blue developed such
a large following so quickly?

Rockin® the house

Scott as a member of the LA, T-Birds
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We have talented and dedicated individ-
uals in the group, Our sound and light
syslems are top of the line. We also pro-
mote our shows via an e-mail list, Fax
list, a web site and a phone hotline.

I have heard your current CD. I
enjoved all the songs. You really are
very diverse. Are you planning to
record some of your own material?

Yas, we've pol some greal songwrilers
in the group and are making plans 1o
record our first CT sometime next vear

You also do something that 1 have
seen no other bands do, you offer lit-
erature at vour gigs on two charity
organizations, Amnesty International
and Surfrider. Could you tell me
about these organizations?

Amnesty Intemnational 15 an organiza-
fon that fights human rights abuses,
specifically torture. Their work has
helped eliminate much individual suf-
fering in the world. Their strength is in
numbers, Corrupt governments change
onlv  when pressured consistently.
Amnesty International 15 often the only
hope and solace for victims of human
right ahuses

The Surfnder Foundation 1= essential for
anvone who swims in the ccean. It is a
non=profit oreanization dedicated 1o
profecting our oceans, waves, and
beaches. With the continued growih in
San Diego our waters are becoming
more and more contaminated. Without
people such as the volunteers at Surfrid-
er, we would eventuallv be unable 10
swim at our local beaches.

We'ra just trving 1o make a small differ-
ence in the world

Ligquid Blue heads the San [iego market
in wedding reception entertainmeant

(eowut. on pg. 14)
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Al the Bridal Basaar headquarters in
San Diego, Ligquid Blue is considered
“the onlv choice™ for wadding reception
enterfainment. Brndal Baraar president
and CECQ, Heather Samers, had this 1o
sav, “Liguid Blue has been tremendous.
The brides love the band especially
because they ploy the latesi songs”
Bridal Bazaar 15 the lagest wedding
show in Califormia and the second
largest in the United States. They hold
four shows annually in San Diege dur-
ing the months of January, March, Julv
and October. Liguid Blue has been
selected to perform at every San Diego
Bridal Bazaar show for the past several
vears. Terrl Waldor!, an rep from one of
California’s biggest talent agencies spa-
cializing in weddings said this abowt
Liquid Blue, "LIQUID BLUE 15 OUR
MOST REQUESTED BAMD FOR
WEDDIMNGS, Their extensive tune list
allows them to satisfv all age groups and
thesr high energy siage performance
always pets the crowd on their feet”

Liguid Blue is also known as one of the
fastest rising stars in the very competi-
five corporale entertainment market.
Local talemt puru Bemie Kave said

Tl o Moith Couney For
voling us BEST ploce o danee - Fior-
arable Aention

San Diego's
Best Local Band
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THURSDAY THRU SuNDAY

Featuring Scott Stephens, Nikki Geasland & the BlueGirls®

Please call for more information on
other bands performance dates

—— 390 GRAND AVE, * 760-729-2989 « CARLSBAD —

“Liguid Blue has exactly what we need
for our corporate clients. A HIGH-
ENERGY, GOOD LOOKING. TIGHT.,
POLISHED ACT” According to faleni
agent Pesgy Jewell, “Liguid Blue is
exceptional. I a chent is considering
Liguid Blue, we tall them, go no further,
this iz the band 1o have”

What are people sayving about Liguid
Blue?

We interviewed several people at the
above mentioned downtown show and
asked them,

What do you enjoy about Liguid Blue?

Jenmy Brookings: “Dancing! My fnends
and | love to dance and we follow Lig-
uid Blue whearever they perform because
thev are the best band to dance to and
plav the conlest songs™

Sandi Garner: “The BlueGirls rock!
They cover some great girl songs, |
think the females in the crowd reallv
relate (o them.”

Steve Weinland:
hot!™

“The BlueGirls are

Lisa Gongzales: “The band i1s reallv fun!
You can see that they like each-other
and enjov performing together”

T Mguven: “Their lead singing is the
best U've heard in while [ especially like
their song selection too. They don't plav
the same old songs over and over.”

And what do the “industry people®
have to say about the band?

Studio Engineer Garv Hangariner on
the recording of the bands demo: “They
were the most professional bunch 1've
ever worked with. Scott Stephens blew
v mind in the studio, What a talent®™

Sheri T. on speaking of her wedding
recaption: 1 couldnt have asked for
better. Liguid Blue was greal! 1 have
never seen my stullfy in-laws dance! The
night was just incredible”

San Diezo Swing Dance Club had this
o smv, “Owr dancers loved them, The
bast band we've ever had.”

Ralph Bumetto, owner of the Boar
Cross'n sad, “One of the best bands

we've ever had in here.”

Mike Brown of In Cahoots 15 happy 1o

BlueGirks Understudy Lelit

sav that Liguid Blee is, “One the best
local acts who have been in here in a
long time.”

Liguid Blue iz definitely the winning
choice for ententainment!

[Ta obtain more information about
Liguid Blue wvisit their web site
www.liquid-blue.com., To keep updat-
ed on where and when Liguid Blue is
performing ask to be included in their
maonthly e-mailing list.)
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